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his first year he applied himself closely to his books. Afterwards,
however, he relaxed the rigor of his studies and made many
friends, among them Thackeray, FitzGerald, and James Spedding.
His manuscript diary of 1830 and 18313 brings the Allen of these
days vividly to life. His existence is revealed as a constant battle
between the flesh and the spirit, though the reader is never in
much anxiety as to the ultimate triumph of the latter. Pride,
Gluttony, and Indolence were his chief enemies among the deadly
sins, and many are the accesses of remorse recorded in his diary
after a spurt of conviviality or a failure to rise at his accustomed
hour. He neglects no opportunity to enumerate the blessings that
have been showered on him, and he never omits to inquire, why
has such favor been shown to one so vile? There is about this
diary, which would be a most repellent document if marked by the
slightest taint of hyprocrisy, a kind of quaint charm. One sees
how Allen's college friends must have been attracted by his ear-
nestness, his naivete, his affectionate nature, and even by his habit
of exclaiming, when anything surprised him, "It is very ad-
monitory!"

After receiving his B. A. degree at Cambridge in January, 1832,
Allen was for a short time second master of a school in Pimlico, a
post which he secured through Thackeray. Later in the year he
became mathematical lecturer at King's College, London, and in
1833 he was made chaplain and divinity lecturer at the same in-
stitution. His particular patron was John Lonsdale, Principal of
King's College and later (1843) Bishop of Lichfield. In 1834 he
made a most fortunate marriage to a Miss Higgins, his engage-
ment with whom extended back to the Long Vacation of 1831.
Though Mrs. Allen loved and revered her husband, she was a
thoroughly practical woman who saw that he stood urgently in
need of unobtrusive guidance. Ten children were born to the pair,
seven during their years in London. They lived successively at
Milman Place, Great Coram Street, and St. John's Wood. While
in the second of these localities their neighbors directly across the
street were Thackeray and his wife, with whom they were for some

3 The passages concerning Thackeray are printed in Appendix I below.